XVIL Defeription of Menura fuperba, a Bird of New South Wales.
By Major-General Thomas Davies, F.R.S. and L.S.

Read November 4, 1800.

MENURA.

CuARr. GEN. Roffrum validiufculum, convexo-conicum.
Nares ovate 1n medio roftri.
Reétrices elongatae, pinnulis decompofitis; intermediz
2 longiores angufte, exteriores ad apicem patulz,
revolutze. '
Pedes validi ambulatorii..

MENURA SsUPERBA.
Tas. XXII.

TH’E total length of this fingular bird from the point of the bill
to the end of the broad tail feathers 1s 43 inches; 25 of which are
m the tail alone. The bill rather exceeds an 1nch 1n length, 1s ftrong,
formed much like that of a peacock, and black, with the noftrils,
which are long open {lits, rather large, placed near the middle of
its length. The head, which 1s {fomewhat creflted at the hind part,
neéck, fhoulders, back, upper tail coverts, and upper furface of the
tail feathers, of a dark brownith black. Throat rufous, reaching
fome way down the middle of the neck. DBrealt, belly, and vent
oray. The feathers of the latter are long, very foft, and of a filky

texture. Thighs nearly of the fame colour, rather long, and feathered
6 down
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down to the knee. Scapulars of a brownith tinge. Upper tail
coverts, and prime quill feathers, which are fomewhat curved at the
ends, brown black. Edges of the quills gray. The legs long and
very {trong, covered with large {cales, efpecially in front. The feet,
which are hikewife large, and the nails, are black ; the laft {ome-
what crooked, convex above and flat beneath ; the hind nail near

three quarters of an inch long.
The tail confifts, in the whole, of fixteen feathers; all of which,

except the two upper or middle ones, and the two exterior on cach
{ide, have long {lender fhafts furnithed on cach fide with delicate
long filaments, four inches or more in length, placed pretty clofe
towards the ramp, but more diftant from each other as they ap-
proach the extremity, and refemble much thofe of the Greater Pa-
radife Bird. . The two middle or upper ones are longer than the
reft, flender, narrow at the bafe, growing wider as they approach the
ends, which are pointed; webbed on the ifiner edge all the way, and
furnifhed with fome diftant hair-like threads near the end on the outer
{ide, of a pale gray colour beneath, and brown black above, as 1s the
re(t of the tail. The two exterior feathers on each fide are of an extra-
ordinary conftruflion, rather more than an inch wide at the bafe, and
growing wider as they proceed to the ends, where they are full two
inches broad and curve outwardly; the curved part is black with a
narrow white border ; the quills of thefe feathers are double for two
thirds down from the rump, The general colour of the under fides
of thefe two feathers is of a pearly hue, elegantly marked on the
imnner web with bright rufous coloured crefcent-thaped fpots, which,
from the extraordinary conftruétion of the parts, appear wonderfully
tranfparent, although at firft fight feemingly the darkeft ; they are

alfo elongated into flender filaments of an inch or more, eipecmlly
towards the extremities. ‘

The figure of the male, which accompanies this defcription, wag
' taken
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taken from a {fpecimen fent from New South Wales as a prefent to
Lady Mary Howe., I have alfo feen two other {pecimens in the
pofleflion of the Right Hon. Sir Jofeph Banks, which I believe have
fince been depofited in the Britifh Mufzum.

W

SINCE 1 had the honour of communicating to the Linnean So-
ciety the foregolng defcription of the Menura, I have been favoured

with both male and female of that extraordinary bird from my
friend Governor King, by the Buffalo ftore-fhip; and I am thereby
enabled to lay before the Socicty a defcription of the different {exes.
I find, indeed, that with a little deviation the {ame charaéters and co-
lours will {ferve for both of them. The female, however, 1s fomewhat
{maller, being 11 length, from the crown of the head to the end of
the tail, only 31 inches. The general plumage of the whole bird is
of a dull blackifh colour, a little rufous under the chin and throat,
and of a brownith caft on the {capulars,as in the male. The plumage
of the whole body, from the breaft to the vent, and from the

{fhoulders to the rump, is compofed of long, flender, thread-like, filky
fecathers, refembling fringe, of a dull grayifh black; lighter on the
breaft, belly, and vent, The bill and legs, which are ftrong and
furnithed with large {cales, as in the cock, are black. From the
head to the ramp 14 inches. The tail 18 inches, alfo of a dull
brown black colour above and gray beneath. The two upper
tail feathers are fharp pointed at the ends; the reft are rounded

and darker in colour, and fhorten by degrees, as they approach
the rump, fo as to appear cuneated. The two outer feathers

are {horter than the reft, bent in form like thofe of the male, brown
black above, of a pearly gray beneath ; and the crelcents, which are
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of a deeper rufous coloar, are not fo vifible nor fo large, but more
tranfparent if poflible, than thofe of the cock. They are about an
inch and a half broad, and not black or longer at the ends as in the
other {ex.

From thefe birds being found in the hilly parts of the country,
they are called by the inhabitants the Mountain Pheafant. With
refpect to their food or manners I have not as yet obtained any par-
ticular account. In my {pecimens, there is a nakednefs round the
eyes, but whether this 1s from the feathers having fallen off I know

not. I rather think otherwife, and that it may be brightly coloured
as in many other birds.

Blackheath,
1gth June, 1801.

XVIIIL. Ox



